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American Legion Post this hospital renamed honor memory one its pioneer 

friends, B.L. Spann Baton Rouge. 

Presentation new banner, gift the Spann family, highlights Armistice Day Program. 

Mrs. Spann ard three sons, Wiliam. Delroy, and B.L., Jr., pictured here. Another 

son, Louis, Europe. 

Joe Martinez, Commander local American Legion Post, right banner. 
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Known Chapter the History 


foreword: The power the 
printed word, long recognized 
essential factor the promotion any 
cause, heavily accented little 
known chapter the history 
cles printed 1891 the New Orleans 
“Picayune” that led the establishment 
this institution three years later. The 
articles were written John Smith 
Kendall, sixteen, the youngest 
cub reporter. Today Mr. Kendall 
can look back long and purposeful 
career newsman, war correspondent, 
teacher, and author-historian. But the 
action considers his most worthy ac- 
complishment that 1891 series arti- 
cles. 

When Mr. Kendall’s most recent book 
“The Golden Age the New Orleans 
(Louisiana State University 
Press) was published early this year, the 
New Orleans “Times Picayune” ran 
story about him which there was 
reference his 1891 articles. had 
heard something about this before and 
thought extremely interesting and 
significance, but this time 
followed through. wrote Mr. Ken- 
dall seek his help securing copies 
his articles. replied, doubt 
copies the paper have been preserved 
from that time, long ago. course, 
would possible have them copied 
the articles could located, but thai 
would long and trying endeavor. 
lieu them going take the 
liberty writing what recall relative 
the matter.” 

particularly appropriate that 
record Mr. Kendall’s recollections this 
issue THE STAR, for was the 
night Nov. 30, 1894, that the first con- 
tingent patients, eight all, from 
the old Broad Street Cottage New 
Orleans, were conveyed the river 
coalbarge, towed tug their new 
home, the Indian Camp Plantation, the 
Carville today. 


The medical profession has claimed 
the credit for establishing the State in- 
stitution the old Indian Camp plan- 
tation, the predecessor the present na- 
tional treatment center Carville, 
rightly so. was long aware that 
ferers from disease were 
large the community. knew that 
they ought hospitalized, both for 
their own benefit and that time for 
the safety the community. Dr. Isidore 
Dyer, then professor dermatology 
Tulane University, was deeply interested 
the matter, and believe had been 
leader the use chaulmoogra oil 
specific, was once thought be. 


November 1952 


Professor John Smith Kendall 


But the medical men had not been able 
much towards achieving their 
goal. What was lacking was the popular 
pressure that later developed. All that 
had been accomplished was secure 
from the city New Orleans under- 
stand that was the city, perhaps was 
the State) small appropriation. With 
this, one-half 5-room double cottage 
Broad Street (then practically the 
edge the inhabited section the city) 
had been rented. contract was made 
with Dr. Beard take charge the 
place. Some half-dozen sufferers had 


John Smith Kendall (above) working 
newsman, war correspondent 
Spanish American War and during the 
revolutions Cuba and Nicaragua, 
emeritus professor Spanish, Tulane 
University, author-historian 
tributor magazines and_ reference 
works. 

Professor Kendall, board member 
the Louisana Historical Quarterly since 
1922, acknowledged authority 
Louisiana history. the author 
several books including, History 
New Orleans.” 


been induced occupy the premises. 
recall, these were mainly men, but 
there was one woman (maybe 
two) the group. was matter 


persuasion get these few accept the 


not very adequate care that was avail- 
able. Dr. Beard was active practice 
New Orleans, and could spare time 
occasional visits the place. had 
long interview with him which 
explained that the compensation that 
received was too small justify him 


giving more time the patients out 
Broad Street. not mean that 
neglected them; their condition was ap- 
parently not serious necessitate 
more attention than was able give. 
well-meaning person. However, the peo- 
ple the cottage were left largely 
their own devices. 

that time had very recently been 
hired reporter the Picayune. The 
city editor was veteran newspaper man 
named Robinson. was the custom 
assign beginning reporter report the 
Board Health. was expected tran- 
scribe each day the record there 
births, deaths and marriages. They were 
regularly published under the heading 
“Vital Statistics.” The clerk the Board 
was Henry Lanauze. was his custom 
scribble the data reported physi- 
cians about deaths the city 
scratch pad, and after office hours 
enter formally the register kept for 
that purpose. His memoranda always in- 
cluded the cause death. The Picayune 
did not print this last mentioned detail. 


However, noticed that deaths were re- 
ported with some frequency due 
“leprosy.” began keep record 
such cases, and before very long had ac- 
cumulated rather startling list them. 
Then wrote article the subject. 
knew nothing then the labors 
the medical profession, and did not 
immediately occur consult any- 
body but Dr. Dyer, with whom had 
acquaintance rather long standing. 
thought the publication arti- 
cle would good thing. 


submitted Major Robinson (he 
had been major the Federal Army 
during the Civil War and was always 
accorded his title) article about 
column length. The Major realized 
that the publication would cause 
considerable stir. was reluctant 
print it, but finally decided so, 
but very abbreviated form, with 
small headline and inside page. 
wanted give the news for what 
was worth, but inconspicuous 
form might be. Nevertheless, people 
read and letters and visitors began 
arrive the Picayune office sufficient 
numbers indicate that Major Robin- 
son’s apprehensions were abundantly 
justified. was then that began 
make inquiries around the city. found 
several cases which lent themselves pic- 
turesquely needs. One was boy 
afflicted the disease who was reg- 
ularly employed the French Market 
unload vegetables. went the home 
family, the head which was regis- 
tered the Board Health having 
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died 
reception got there. was very cour- 
teously furnished with all the informa- 
tion that desired until happened 
mention that the deceased was reported 
having died the disease which 


shall not forget the 


died of. His wife became very angry, 
ordered out the house, and made 
gesture toward broom which induced 
take departure once. She 
had idea that her husband had died 
the disease, and regarded it, people 
did then, something disgrace 
have anything the sort happen. 

wrote articles about all this which 
Major Robinson published inconspic- 
uously possible, but not without 
increasingly indignant response from 
readers. One Sunday 
afternoon the Picayune was de- 
serted except for myself and fellow re- 
porter named Ball. was reading 
book, and Ball was pounding away 
his typewriter, absorbed the article 
was writing. The door opened and 
shabbily dressed individual came quietly 
in. walked over the ice-water tank 
the corner the room, helped him- 
self drink from the tin cup which 
all used common when thirsty, 
and then drew chair beside Ball 
and said, low voice, leper!” 

yelled Ball. “Say again!” 

leper. I’m from Dr. Beard’s 
place Broad Street. read your arti- 
cles the paper and--” 

jumped from his chair and 
sought refuge far corner the 


apartment. Pointing me, said, 
your man! Don’t 


was the ensuing lengthy conver- 
sation that learned for the first time 
that there was sort “leprosarium” 
already existence. made appoint- 
ment with the stranger there day 
two later. visit was revelation. 
remember one fact that, when pub- 
lished, provoked the most reverberating 
response that the Picayune had 
occasioned. This was, that the people 
there did their own cooking, and that 
the cook, every morning, selected the 
day’s meat from wagon its way 
from the butcher shop the French 
Market. handled the meat 
pleased making his choice. Somehow, 
the idea that the meat was thus con- 
taminated, and then sold over the butch- 
counters the Market stirred 
more indignation than any other detail 
that had been able unearth. 

The result was that the Committee 
Public Order the City Council had 
take action. accompanied the com- 
mittee when visited the Broad Street 
place. was not then assigned the 
City Hall; the reporter who looked after 
the news there was 
from New York, named McCarthy. 
accompanied the committee the Pica- 
yune’s official representative, but was 
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allowed along what Ball called 
the “leper McCarthy was terri- 
fied his situation, and 
away from the “leprosarium” refused 
further, turning the job over me. 
had supply very strong, very 
odoriferous cigars, and these 
ceeded smoke furiously, believing 
that the smell and the smoke would pro- 
tect him from the infection which 
was sure would otherwise befall him. 

wrote article about the visit. 
That night, very shortly thereafter, 
attended meeting the Public Or- 
der Committee the City Hall. The 
meeting room was thronged citizens 
who wanted protest against the 
situation,” began called. The 
meeting was quite stormy. The com- 
mittee chairman, man named Louque, 
didn’t seem know what do, and 
wound doing nothing. However, 
other articles appeared the Picayune, 
and the Council was, remember 
rightly, finally compelled take action. 
But its action was reported McCarthy 
(who had hesitation writing about 
the safe precincts the City Hall) 

All this happened long, long ago. 
was then barely years age. re- 
porter had other things besides 
write articles about Hansen’s disease. 
Moreover, the upsurge popular in- 
dignation which publication had 
produced was seized upon Dr. Dyer 
and his associates, and used pry loose 
some additional appropriations, this 
time from the State. With the money, 
the Indian Camp property was obtained. 
was told that about this time Dr. Dyer 
published article the Medical 
Journal, which was editor, 
which acknowledged the work “of 
Picayune reporter” bringing about 
the happy result, but never saw what 
wrote. 


not wish anyway detract 
from the public spirit the New Or- 
leans physicians claiming consider- 
able share the movement which led 
the establishment Indian Camp. 
But they had not been able make 
much progress without the support 
public opinion, and this support the 
Picayune’s publication had given. 

never visited Indian Camp; was 
too busy elsewhere, but have always 
had interest and its later 
evolution into the magnificent establish- 
ment Carville. 

not particularly covetous hon- 
for contribution the story 
Carville, but concerned have inter- 
esting chapter its story put record. 
The credit, course, belongs really 
the Picayune. 


Help passing THE STAR 
your friends and neighbors, place 
your local library. 


WHO HELP THEMSELVES 


The Production Code Administration 
the Motion Picture Association 
America, headed Eric Johnston and 
Joseph Breen, vice-president and 
rector, charged with preventing harm- 
ful offensive handling potentially 
tures. 


was Mr. Breen that THE 
STAR recently addressed 
questing his help our educational 
campaign. got it. 


Daily Variety (Oct. 28) “Hollywood 
Inside” carried the following 
Breen, Production Code Ad- 
ministrator, has been requested 
group patients the U.S. Public 
Health Service Hospital, Carville, La., 
only one its kind this country 
treating disease, commonly 
confused the public mind with lep- 
rosy, use his office differentiating 
between the two the screen. 
cally, Breen asked that 
tures avoid use the word ‘leprosy’ 
denote Hansen’s disease, and use the 
word ‘leper’ designate patient, 
Films also are asked not use such 
leper,’ ‘leprosy communism,’ etc,” 

Daily Variety has wide circulation 
among people show business, but 
addition this valuable publicity, Mr, 
Breen wrote us, (Nov 10) “We shall 
have your letter mimeographed, and 
copies sent all the producing studios 
hereabouts, with the 
they endeavor comply with your re- 
quests, goes without saying that 
completely sympathize with your view- 
point this matter.” 


Our request Mr. Breen was 
prompted the recent Warner Broth- 
ers release “Big Jim McClain,” Wayne- 
production. Trudie Sarasohn 
Casper, Chief Associate charge 
public relations for the New York Heart 
Association, brought publicity story 
this film our attention. The 
story reported Hawaii the locale 

“Big Jim McClain” with scenes shot 
Islands “from leper colony 
insane asylum.” Daily Variety (Aug- 
ust 25) included the cast charac- 
ters— nurse the leper colony.” 
Warner Brothers credit, checked 
their publicity book this picture and 
found sensational exploitation the 
objectionable words. But seemed 
particular bad taste refer hos- 
pital Hawaii for the treatment 
Hansen’s disease “leper colony,” 
and more important such designation 
completely inaccurate. the Terri- 
ory Hawaii, Hansen’s disease recog- 
nized official term. And this was 
done legislative action (Act 53, ap- 
proved April 20, 1949, the 25th Territor- 
ial Legislature) 
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The Incredible Mr. Roberts 


Roland Roberts came Carville 
1940. small, slender, dark-haired man, 
trim and neat dress, was quiet, and 
arrival coyld speak very little Eng- 
lish. fact, the only English words that 
knew for ordering food were meat 
balls and spaghetti, and during his cir- 
cuitous train trip from Miami Chi- 
cago New Orleans, spaghetti and meat 
balls had been his diet. seems almost 
too unbelievable include here, but 
his arrival the hospital, spaghetti and 
meat balls was the entree the menu 
for the day. 

Unbelievable, however, the explan- 
ation for much Roland’s life which 
preceded his last-fling trip Chicago. 
Although probably didn’t appear 
any newspaper, the two weeks that Ro- 
land and “friend” spent Chicago 
must have left the town shaky, and 
Roland’s wallet flat. Several thousand 
dollars seems have been used kick- 
ing the props out from under the windy 
village, and Roland arrived Carville 
with only three pieces the green 
that bears Washington’s portrait. De- 
spite background affluence, Roland 
showed reluctance accept the job 
elevator operator the infirmary 
and handled with reserve and dignity 
position importance and great 
responsibility. 

Carville, which usually ferrets out re- 
lationships back fourth cousins be- 
fore the sun sets the first day 
residency, had wait long time be- 
fore learned anyhing about Roland, 
because Roland was learning English. 
When had mastered enough ex- 
press himself, though, the stories began 
come the dozen—big ones, long 
ones, and above all, unbelievable ones. 
begin with, our elevator operator 
was the son wealthy Cuban family. 
The only thing could sure was 
that spent the salary from his eleva- 
tor job with lavish 
hand; and apparently should have 
been out practice, for when the banks 
closed Cuba 1926, thereabouts, 
Roland’s father had lost four million 
dollars. Roland joined the revolution- 
ary “Caribbean Army” about this time 
and became part demolition squad. 
(This was during his engineering stu- 
dent days.) Among the exploits this 
squad was the attempted dynamiting 
trestle over which President Mach- 
ado’s train was pass. This was unsuc- 
cessful, but the course the attempt 
few guards had exterminated. 
The number varies from time time 
and sometimes was done sinking 
the patrol boats, while other times 
the water was shallow enough stand 
in. Whatever doubts there were 
our minds about the facts 
revolutionary experiences, there was 
doubt the minds the Cuban army 
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the name the conspirators. 
three the morning, they picked 
Roland and three others with the same 
name. They were beaten severely 
attempt obtain information from 
them. Roland was accused shooting 
face the firing squad. His cell mate 
during part this time was Ramon 
Grau San Martin, one the leaders 
the revolution. Just how managed 
one seems know, but Roland was 
able flee Cuba for Miami, Florida. 

This tale was real test the credu- 
lity his fellow patients, and they were 
inclined take with grain salt. 
However, did turn out that Roland 
silver plate his head, which 
fitted with the story the beating 
had taken, and when the Fifth In- 
ternational Congress was held 
Havana 1948, things happened which 
seemed confirm that Ramon Grau 
San Martin, who had become president 
Cuba that time, and Roland had 
been comrades-in-arms and jail. 

Roland had that time surrendered 
his post the elevator for one the 
pressroom THE STAR. Previously 
had turned out something 
genius our paper’s balky mimeo- 
graph machine and had done the sten- 
cil art work. When THE STAR took 
printing its paper 1944, the govern- 
ment secured the services combina- 
tion recreational aide and teacher 
printing. The result this experiment 
was that Roland had called 
teach the teacher printing. contin- 
ued the publication’s trouble 
shooter, taking off week each 
month from his other job get the 
paper printed. 


One the trouble spots arose 
1950 when THE STAR 
proud possessor very well-used lino- 
type. When the machine arrived, there 
were few springs and other parts 
missing and some parts were rusty 
broken. Quite naturally, didn’t work. 
took several days before few our 
friends the business could get down 
here check the machine over, make 
adjustments, and give our crew the first 
principles the linotype’s operation. 
There was actually rush, because 
they said when they arrived, “It takes 
man two three years learn 
really operate this machine and will 
six months, least, before you can 
start getting out the paper with it.” 
the men from Baton Rouge 
crew just what parts the linotype thev 
could adjust and then indicated another 
part and said, “Never touch this. It’s 
very delicate and takes expert.” The 
pressroom crew looked each other 
for moment, shrugged their 


and laughed perhaps little guiltily 
before explaining that when 
worked Roland had taken pieces, 
found the trouble, and made new part 
for it. (This was made possible through 
the training his mechanical engineer- 
ing days, doubt.) The same was true 
another section the mechanism 
which was verboten all but experts. 
Unaware that they were doing anything 
unusual, Roland and 
crew had been into every quarter 
the machine and had made some twenty 
thirty replacement parts from scrap 
material, all which finally got the 
machine work. The printers from 
Baton Rouge just shook their heads 
and made few fine adjustments. They 
were probably the least surprised all 
when, contrary their prediction 
“six months,” Roland and the crew, 
still unawed the new addition 
our printing equipment, turned out 
THE STAR the linotype the very 
first month. Fortunately, Roland had 
joined THE STAR staff full time 
member long before the linotype came, 
but for several years had been re- 
luctant switch from the elevator 
cause was negotiating for job 
the laboratory where could put his 
medical training good use. Medical 
periodicals and general correspondence 
had been coming Doctor Roberts for 
some time and when members the 
local staff decided question this pre- 
sumed impropriety, Roland calmly ex- 
plained that was physician and 
surgeon and was ready help out 
the lab. This was going too far, everyone 
was certain, but with the accomplish- 
ments Roland had shown already, the 
staff decided play cautious and 
promised him the transfer when pro- 
duced proof his medical degree. Ro- 
land furnished plenty proof, which 
private patients and successfully treat- 
ing infections from 
etc., curing the infection and correcting 
the cause with his own methods. 

1948, members the hospital staff 
went the Havana Congress and while 
there decided squelch this medical 
pretender for once and for all, but alas, 
Roland had delivered again, and the 
records the University Havana sup- 
ported him. Shortly after that, Dr. Rob- 
erts returned from vacation with his 
degree and went work the lab for 
brief period. 

Medicine had been Roland’s first love, 
but one night had been forced 
rush his fiancee from the theatre her 
father’s clinic where she succumbed 
ruptured appendix. They were mar- 
ried just before her déath and the total 
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Patients And Visitors Enjoy 
Armistice Day Program 


inspiring patriotic program, high- 
lighted the presentation new 
banner our B.L. Spann Post 188 
the American Legion, and 
golf tourney and dance marked the suc- 
Armistice Day observance here 
American Legion and Forty and Eight 
for the entire patient body. 

The local Legion Post has been re- 
honor the memory B.L. 
Spann Baton Rouge, whose idea 
was for veterans hospitalized Carville 
have their own Legion Post, and 
installed its first officers when the Post 
was chartered 1931. 

The new banner, gift the Spann 
family, was presented Joe Martinez, 
local Post Commander, Howell May, 
Baton Rouge, past Grand 
Louisiana and ceremonies held 
the theatre. Mr. May declared that 
the magnificent contributions The 
American Legion Child Welfare and 
other humanitarian services were pos- 
sible only through the collective efforts 
its individual members, men like B.L. 
Spann, who labored unselfishly for Com- 
munity, State and Nation, with 
ville and its patients his favorite in- 
terest. accepting the banner, Com- 
mander Martinez said that local veterans 
felt privilege have their Post 
named for Mr. Spann but realized that 
with this privilege went the responsibil- 
ity living the high standards 
service set the friend honor. 
pledged the Post “always hold the 
banner high.” 

Judge Carlos Spaht, Baton Rouge, 
one Louisiana’s outstanding citizens, 
gave stirring address 
Today.” Joe Lino, Chef Gare, Voi- 
ture Locale 902, and spoke with 
sincerity and purpose, and the musical 
numbers the program delighted the 
audience. The community singing was 
led Mr. William Mann, First Meth- 
odist Church, Baton Rouge. Mr. Mann, 
fine vocalist and recording artist, 
Miss Burton. The entire program was 
emceed Joe Darwin, Baton Rouge. 
usual, radiated good fellowship. Repre- 
sentatives the three great faiths lent 
touch brotherhood action the 
event. Chaplain Carl Elder gave the 
invocation, Rabbi 
Liberal Synagogue, Baton Rouge, ol- 
fered prayer for our fallen com- 
rades,” and Father Edward Boudreaux 
pronounced the benediction. 

Unfavorable weather, cold and damp, 
brought the barbecue, 
‘Under the Oaks,’ the cafeteria, while 
Legionnaires and visitors were served 
the Club Room. The sizzling hot bar- 


becue was prepared the Dept. Ani- 
mal Husbandry, Louisiana State Uni- 
versity, and this treat for the entire 
patient body was the National 
and (honor society The American 
Legion) through the Grand Voiture 
Louisiana. Frank Nesom was charge 
arrangements, assisted other Baton 
Rouge Legionnaires, Frank Russell, 
Albert Steinback, Clarence Landry, 
Area Commander W.D. 
Curtis, and Watts Franklinton. 


the golf tourney, Bert Wood won 
the handsome trophy awarded Bobby 
Wallace Unit, the American Legion 
Auxiliary, Jefferson, La. The holiday 
was topped off dance, with couples 
swaying the music Lee Fortier’s 
orchestra, popular Baton Rouge band, 
courtesy Music Performance Trust Fund 
the American Federation Musi- 
cians, through Baton Rouge Local A.F. 
M., No. 538. 

Bountiful refreshments were provided 
the National Auxiliary the Dis- 
abled American Veterans. 

There are veterans hospitalized 
Carville: from World War trom 
World War Peacetime, and 
Korea. 


LOUISIANA HAS CARVILLE CO- 
ORDINATION COMMITTEE 


Joe Darwin, Baton Rouge, has been 
named chairman the Carville Co-ordi- 
nation Committee the Grand Voi- 
ture Louisiana, and Other Voy- 
ageurs serving this committee are, 
Frank Nesom and Howell May, Baton 
Rouge; Sam Rubin, Monroe; W.L. 
Watts, Franklinton; and L.P. Lacombe, 
Bogalusa. 

The next event which the Co-ordi- 
nation Committee will co-operate the 
annual community Christmas party, set 
for Sunday, Dec. 21, sponsored THE 
STAR. 


The new Department President the 
American Legion Auxiliary, Mrs. James 
Angel New Orleans, hopes ex- 
pand her hospital program. The Aux- 
form, not disposition) 
work hospitals New Orleans, 
Alexandria and Shreveport but not 
Carville, where there are also veterans, 
although such project has long been 
pending. However, Mrs. Angell plans 
more personalized service visiting 
this hospital Legion women. “Don’t 
just send gift Carville. Bring gift 
Carville,” she urges. 


EIGHT FORTY OFFICERS INSTALLED 


Aline Stribbling (center), Petit 
Chapeau, Iberville Salon 554, Eight and 
Forty. pins beautiful, locally grown, 
erchid Mrs. Nell Fuhrmann Boga- 
lusa, Chapeau Departementale, the 
close the installation officers cere- 
Sunday afternoon, Oct. 26. 
the corsage are Mesdames 
Beatrice Parmalee, Mary Simon Landry, 
Evelyn Gill (left) and Mabel Griffith 
and Francis Casserly (right) all New 
Orleans. Others who motored Car- 
ville for the ceremonies included Miss 
Tisdale, Bogalusa, and from 
New Orleans, Mrs. Jean Keenan, Mrs. 
Mariam Black, Mrs. Eloise Ziegler, Mrs. 
Clare Gebhard and Mrs. John Hooper. 

Mrs. Casserly presented Aline with 
Eight and Forty gavel and each 
member the local salon favor from 
the March Nationale (National Con- 
vention) 

Halloween party for the members, 
with the visiting Eight and Forty offi- 
cers and members serving refreshments 
they had brought for the occasion, was 
enjoyed. 

Three members the local salon 
have been appointed participate 
department committees. Mrs. L.L. Mc- 
Cormick, Destrehan, non- patient 
member, will serve the Child Wel- 
fare committee, Grace Joy the mem- 
bership and Aline Stribbling 
licity. 

The new Salon was chartered last 
July with membership twelve and 
understand that the first one 
this section the state, the nearest 
dominant services the Eight and For- 
are Chid Welfare and 
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Your school, doctor, 
will THE STAR 
and about disease. 

Won't you help for 
them. 
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Thanksgiving should not day 
dedicated seeing how much turkey 
and dressing can consume but rather 
day devoted praise and gratitude 
for the many blessings bestowed 
Our Lord. Too many us, fear, 
wonder what have thankful 
for because only scan the surface 
and never delve into the depth mean- 
ing our Divine gifts. know that 
the past myself, was guilty the 
base evil ingratitude, for could see 
only the dark, dismal side life 
and could not seem find things for 
which should have 
These were hard lessons learn, but 
this year 1952 feel that have 
progressed this knowledge. 

All this was brought home 
recently while visiting one grown 
daughters who said (on the eve 
“Mother, entire memo- 
ries you are either greeting you 
when you came home saying good- 
bye when you left.” This true for 
entered this hospital patient when 
children were very young and great- 
need mother, but their need 
was not for ill mother but healthy 
sulfone era there was little hope for 
the way health, but, faithfully, 
took treatments which, doubt, did 
harm, but did little good either. 
Once along the line, after five years 
hospitalization, was the verge 
being discharged. hopes were high, 
were those family. was not 
prepared for the terrific jolt being 
dropped eleventh month nega- 
tive tests. Hope seemed die within 
me. make matters worse bosom 
friend, here, succumbed carcinoma, 
and this second blow was closely fol- 
lowed finding myself widow, 
benefit the courts. could grasp 
straw reason for many calami- 
ties being heaped one time. 
dark blue cloud, bordering 
bitterness. 

was grateful for the teach- 
ing job held, not only for the smail 


salary which made possible for 
afford visits home but for the time 
consuming work developing the 
thinking some other mother’s chil- 
dren lieu own. 

Then into life his calm, un- 
hurried, reassuring manner sauntered 
Hank Simon, who was bravely facing 
the problem rearing two daughters 
remote control. Slowly but surely to- 
gether began learn that you 
look hard enough that all clouds 
have silver linings. Our marriage has 
brought the full realization that while 
was not our destiny live 
with our children they could cared 
for and educated under our supervision, 
while guided daily God Almighty 
and surrounded relatives who loved 
and cared for them. For their health, 
happiness and maturity are grateful 
we, also, are for their affection to- 
ward us. 

When our health seemed fail- 
ing, along came the sulfones which 
feel have made physical progress 
and while are not discharged 
both enjoy feeling well-being. 

think back those dark years, 
realize that much the mental tur- 
moil within was the result the 
preconceived notions many people had 
about our illness. Friends, outside the 
hospital, were few, and relatives lived 
fear some busy-body learning 
our illness, and creating panic the 
community. those early years our 
marriage, recall some very unpleasant 
incidents which forced cover 
one lie with bigger one. What tor- 
menting way life and pray God 
that patients future years will never 
have endure it. 


with grateful hearts that now 
count our blessings. None our chil- 
dren were permitted marry without 
first telling the person concerned the 
nature our illness. all cases the 
incoming family in-laws has accepted 
the situation with understanding and 
have welcomed into their family 
circles. Each the brides grooms 


has been brought here visit with 
our cottage the hospital grounds 
and have been taken tour our 
community which has made for even 
better understanding the situation. 
Greater numbers our citizenry have 
awakened the truth that people who 
are ill with Hansen’s disease need not 
ostracized but should accepted. 
still retain the true blue friends 
earlier years, but them have been 
added other friends from all walks 
life, all parts our nation. The 
invitations receive visit their 
homes are source much inner satis- 
faction us, for after fighting long 
against the prejudice toward our illness 
are being accepted for ourselves with- 
out barriers, people should be. 
Our cottage frequently crowded 
with visitors, whom invariably enjoy 
receiving, and our correspondence with 
them great morale booster. 
Despite the trick fate played 
which caused become patients 
this hospital for period years, 
are grateful that Americans are 
privileged live country that has 
special hospital for our particular ill- 
ness. Our country, which believes 
freedom worship along with the 
other freedoms, something that each 
should take pride and grate- 
ful for, and feel that this Thanksgiv- 
ing good time think about it. 
When think back over our years 
doubts and fears, have more than 
slight twinge conscience remember- 
ing how clearly demonstrated 
the Almighty Father our little faith 
His solving our problems His 
Divine way. The doubts and fears were 
worries over things which never came 
pass and through all has pa- 
tiently waited for the light under- 
standing dawn our horizons. 
seems, long last, that day finally 
breaking and His Divine light will 
guide down the right road our 
tomorrows. 
For this thank thee, Lord. 
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Sergeant’s Enterprise” Succeeds 


“This extraordinary 
the rarest creatures—a man who 
truly dedicated helping his fellow 
men,” opined Major Vernon Pizer 
his Reader’s Digest (Sept. feature 
article, Sergeant’s and 
heartily concur. The “extraordinary 
Army sergeant” Master Sergeant An- 
tonio Cortizas the U.S. Army Medical 
Corps duty the Armed Forces In- 
stitute Pathology, Washington, D.C., 
sculptor national prominence, artist 
and pioneer the scientific use tat- 
tooing. 

Sgt. Cortizas was Carville for sev- 
eral October and November 
his fourth assignment here 
through arrangement with the Army 
the United States Public Health Serv- 
ice. previous assignments Sgt. 
Cortizas was kept busy 
technique intra-dermal artificial pig- 
ments patients presenting themselves 
for this work, cases selected with the 
approval the resident medical staff. 

The article about Sgt. Cortzas the 


Digest stated, “Recently officials the 
U.S. Public Health Service said him: 
think you may able some- 
thing for the badly scarred patients 
our (hospital) Carville, La. Will 
you try?’ Next day Cortizas was Car- 
ville, etc.” Swift action carrying 
dramatic impact, but wasn’t quite 
simple that and the story behind the 
shell here what really happened. 
patient this hospital read news dis- 
patch the daily press concerning Sgt. 
Cortizas’ work battle 
ans O’Reilly General hospital, Spring- 
field, Mo. called this news item 
the attention THE STAR. The item 
was great interest because 
felt the sergeant’s successful use the 
medical version tattooing might well 
natural for some Carville patients, 
sulfone era. wrote Sgt. Cortizas. 
All this took place the spring 1949. 
Correspondence followed. did con- 
ference members the B.L. Spann 


Post 188, The American Legion, with 
our tried and true friend, Watson Miller 
representing the national American Le- 
gion and Mr. Richard Bunch the 
Public Health Service. Two and one- 
half years from the time learned 
about Sgt. Cortizas’ work through that 
news item was his first Carville 
assignment (Oct, 1951). 

Sgt. Cortizas’ recent trip south had 
November Galveston, Texas, 
where was charge assembling 
the exhibits malaria sent the 
Armed Forces Institute Pathology 
the meeting the American Associa- 
tion Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, 
held jointly with the American Acade- 
Tropical Medicine. 

The exhibits featured Sgt. Cortizas’ 
work medical sculptor. said 
that the Sergeant can make models 
everything from culture bacteria 
side beef. works with plastics, 
clay, plaster Paris wax. 


What Price Publicity 


bit publicity for which would 
have preferred not have had pay 
the price was the case Carville’s 
“Billy the Kid,” which hit the New 
York and Connecticut papers through 
the wire. This had different twist, 
though, that was sought the 
former patient, when, after being dis- 
covered tampering with automobile, 
chose fate less than jail. 
worked and was transferred the 
USPHS Hospital Staten Island. 


The harm came from the frequent 
use the odious, stigmatizing name 
the publicity and the emphasis that was 
placed the claim that the former pa- 
tient was source danger the other 
inmates. The case did give THE STAR 
occasion bring some much-needed 
information the Associated Press Bu- 
reau, New Haven, Connecticut, and 
the New York Herald Tribune, which 
its appreciation our work. 

becoming more and more the 
custom, received some valuable aid 
from our friends obtaining counter- 
publicity. Dr. Eugene Kellersberger 
the American (HD) Missions wrote 
the New York World Telegram and 
Sun: Mission has for half cen- 
tury been fighting for justice and fair 
chance for those who are unfortunate 
enough get (Hansen’s disease.) 
find difficult when have con- 
tend with misinformation and publicity 
that caters the already too strong 
misconceptions about the mildly infec- 
tious disease that 


disease.) 

Authorities the Staten Island Hos- 
pital spoke quickly, also, clear 
their institution the stigma being 
they must defend themselves against 
the stigma the odious word, would 
seem that the USPHS would support 
policy abolishing the use the odi- 
ous words their own institution fa- 
vor the more proper name Han- 
sen’s disease, and doing defend the 
patient from the improper stigma. 
help the cause, hospital authorities 
added that, “contrary popular opin- 
ion, (HD) one the least contagious 
communicable diseases.” 

Sylvia Blaine Staten wrote 
the paper: “It was with indignation and 
deep disgust that read the article 
the front page The Advance (Staten 
captioned with the lurid head- 
line ‘No Leper Center, says U.S. Hos- 
The bold black print, large 
letters, with the odious word ‘Leper’ 
smacked sheer, cheap sensationalism.. 
public ignorance and dread- 
ful sensationalism (even discharged pa- 
tients) find almost impossible find 
employment. The Hansen 
very similar tuberculosis, yet had 
tuberculosis patient been arrested 
burglary charge, there would have been 
sensational when was 
sent hospital.” 

From the Readers’ Referendum col- 
the Register-Pajaronian, Watson- 
ville, California, came bitter denunci- 


ation the use Mexican farm hands 
California. The writer was Pete Gu- 
lermovich, who included this helpful 
little thought his letter, latest 
unhuman disease brought here for the 
first time our county’s history was 
brought here Mexican national 
farm worker. This disease was confirm- 
Dr. Herman Gray leprosy. 
dreadful disease ever there was 


THE STAR informed the newspaper: 
from being ‘unhuman disease,’ 
Hansen’s disease peculiarly human,” 
and explained that science had never 
been able develop animals. 
THE editor continued, “Recog- 
nizing the fact that California 
area which the likelihood trans- 
mission Hansen’s disease small, 
your State Health Department, 1950, 
modified its regulations concerning this 
illness. Their new regulations are 
agreement with scientific attitudes. 
not turn back the clock progress 
the march science.” 


“Public Opinion Vital Effective 
Control Hansen’s disease” headlines 
excellent column subject 
appearing Georgia’s Health (Sept. 
1952), monthly publication the 
Georgia State Board Health, The 
Know Hansen’s Disease” from 
THE STAR. 


November 


TRAINING CENTER FOR INDIA 


model Hansen’s disease research 
sanatorium and training center 
set Karigeri, miles from Ma- 
dras, India, American (HD) Missions, 
the London Missions, and Velore Chris- 
tian Medical College India, which 
will appoint the medical staff and other 
personnel. The center will consist 
hospital accommodate 150 patients, 
research laboratory, staff houses, and 
cottages for patients tract. 
Dr. Eugene Kellersberger the 
American Missions which contributed 
initial grant $60,000 toward the 
work, said that construction 
gin immediately and that the center 
should operation within year. 


NEW ASSISTANT DIRECTOR FOR 
KALAUPAPA 


Dr. Adelno Buzzelli, specialist 
dermatology, who received his M.D. de- 
gree from the University Bologna, 
Italy, took over the duties assistant 
medical director the Kalaupapa 
community November Dr. Buzzelli 
was appointed the job the Territo- 
rial Board Health upon the resigna- 
tion Dr. Joseph Kam and will the 
first regular physician attendance 
Kalaupapa since the resignation Dr. 
Claude Caver. Both Drs. Kam and Ca- 
ver resigned September into 
private practice. 

Dr. Buzzelli’s wife the former Vera 
Sirangelo, opera singer. She has al- 
ready given one concert for the patients 
the Hale Mohalu community. 


TINIAN GETS NEW DOCTOR 


Dr. John Valentine, 26, New Zea- 
land, after two weeks briefing the 
Territorial Department Health 
Honolulu, has taken over the duties 
physician charge the Tinian 
community, which serves treatment 
center for 109 patients. When Dr. Val- 
entine arrived Tinian late summer, 
found settlement little white cot- 
tages resembling typical 
lage. The patients, nearly self-sufficient, 
live independent lives within the con- 


U.N. SENDS SPECIALIST BURMA 


Dr. P.H.J. Lampe, specialist 
from the Netherlands with thirty years’ 
public health work, has 
been sent Rangoon, Burma, for 
year the World Health Organization 
the U.N. and will assist the Burmese 
government the improvement its 
control services. 
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NEW MISSIONARIES AFIELD 


Pictured left right are Miss Edith 


Sargent Ashland, New Hampshire, 
Miss Shirley Barrows Ceres, Califor- 
nia, and the Reverend Carl Elder, 
Carville’s resident Protestant chaplain. 
Both young women came Carville 
for week October get their first 
experience the treatment be- 
fore taking their initial trip into the 
mission field. Miss Sargent graduate 
the Island School Nursing, 
Providence, and will one-woman 
resident medical staff the com- 
munity Pondipur, Bombay, India, 
where 638 patients are receiving sulfone 
treatment. Miss Sargent associated 
with the International Christian (HD) 
Mission. Miss Barrows going Ni- 
geria, West under the auspices 
the Sudan Interior Mission. She will 
stationed one the five hospitals 
operated her organization 
region. Miss Barrows graduate 
the Samuel Merritt School Nursing, 
Oakland, California. 


PROMINENT VISITORS 


‘The Chief Nurse Officer the U.S. 
Public Health Service, with the rating 
Brigadier General, Mrs. Lucille Petry 
Leone, Washington, D.C., saw Carville 
for the first time Nov. and she was 
much impressed. heard much 
about this hospital and have long looked 
forward this visit.” 

private life, Chief Nurse Officer 
Petry the wife Dr. N.C. Leone. Dr. 
Leone, also with the Public Health Ser- 
vice, does research work the National 
Institute Health, Bethesda. Dr. Leone 
Mrs. Leone Carville and 
Alexandria, La., where she was guest 
speaker the annual meeting the 
Louisiana State Nurses Association. 


THE telephone number Car- 
ville 1502. 


NEW-COMER MEDICAL STAFF 


The most recent addition our resi- 
medical staff Dr. Harry Wise, 
who took over his post the eye, ear, 
nose and throat clinic here October. 
Dr. Wise came Carville from as- 
signment the U.S. Public Health Ser- 
vice Hospital, Boston. graduate 
Louisiana State University, Medical 
School. Dr. and Mrs. Wise 
two children have taken quarters 
“the station.” 

Missouri-born, Dr. Wise looks 
Louisiana home. His parents, Dr. and 
Mrs. Wise, reside Baton Rouge, 
where his father head the depart- 
ment speech LSU, but currently 
Honolulu, where visiting pro- 
fessor the University Hawaii. 

Dr. Harry Wise succeeds Dr. Nunzio 
Carrozzo the local staff. Car- 
rozzo was charge the eye clinic 
here for the past two years. recently 
resigned from the Public Health Service. 


NEW STAFF NURSES ARRIVE 


Miss Letitia Balestriere and Miss 
Marjorie Gericke arrived Carville 
this month and will spend four months 
here part the resident nursing 
staff. Both the young women are from 
the USPHS Hospital Staten Island, 
New York, and come here part 
the regular rotation program being used 
familiarize USPHS nurses with Han- 
sen’s disease 


ANTI-TB DRUGS USED TREAT 
WITH ENCOURAGING RESULTS, 
DOCTORS REPORT 


Encouraging results treating Han- 
sen’s disease with the new anti-TB drug, 
isoniazid, were reported the Ameri- 
can Society Tropical Medicine and 
meeting held Galveston, 
Texas, Nov. 13. 

The report was made Drs. Fernan- 
Latapi and Abdulia Rodriguez 
Mexico City, Dr. Jose Barba Rubio 
Guadalajara, Mexico, and Dr. Santiago 
Castro Estrada the Squibb Institute 
for Medical Research, New Brunswick, 
The drug used was Squibb’s brand 
Isoniazid, Nydrazid. 


Three Carville patients were among 
the persons fulfilling the necessary re- 
quirements sworn U.S. citi- 
when the U.S. District Court 
convened Baton Rouge November. 
Two the patients hailed originally 


Mexico, the latter veteran 
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Research Conference Successful 


The Leonard Wood Memorial Work- 


ing Clinical Conference for consultants 


and Hansenologists engaged the Clin- 
ical Evaluation Studies (first series) 
held Japan, Sept. 15-17, 1952, under 
the sponsorship the Memorial and 
Ministry Health and Welfare 
Japan was highly successful. welcom- 
ing, farewell, and two technical sessions 
were held Tokyo. Eight general ses- 
sions, committee meetings, 
were held Aisei-en and Komyo-en, 
the two co-operating institutions. There 
were participants from outside Japan 
and about Japanese. 

The objectives the Conference 
were: 

make preliminary studies the 
records the 16-week examinations 
(These records were brought the 
Conference the respective research 
Hansenologists.) 

reach agreement terminolo- 

pathology, taking and staining 
smears, photography, and other techni- 
cal procedures 

test the reliability clinical 
methods and records comparison 
the results obtained the Japanese 
the 16-week examinations with those ob- 
tained independent examination 
the patients 

exchange opinions regarding 
toxicity drugs used the first series 

obtain suggestions drugs for 
the second series 

The spade work the Conference 
was done seven committees and seven 
separate clinical teams six members 
each. 

Committees: Terms and Definitions, 
Chairman Dr. Hayashi and Dr. Wade, 
Associate Medical Director, 
Culion, Statistics, Prof. Cochran, 
Director the Dept. Biostatistics, 
The Johns Hopkins University, Balti- 
more, Md.; Staining and Histopatholo- 
gy, Dr. Mitsuda and Dr. Binford, Armed 
Forces Institute Pathology, Washing- 
ton, D.C.; Photography, Dr. Nojima and 
Dr. R.R. Wolcott, Executive Officer— 
Clinical Director, U.S.P.H.S. Hospital, 
Carville, La.; Therapy, Dr. Jingu and 
Dr. Rodriguez, Chief, Division San- 
ataria, Dept Health, Philippines; 
Clinical Examinations, Dr. Miyata and 
Dr. Millar, Lt. M.C., U.S. Navy, de- 
tail L.W.M., Washington; Resolu- 
tions, Dr. Davison, Medical Superin- 
tendent, Westfort, Africa; Dr. Omura, 
Advisor. 

Clinical Teams 

Each clinical team consisted one 
foreign and one Japanese senior Han- 
senologist, one physician-reporter, one 
clerk and two nurses. Prior the Con- 


ference, Dr. Jack Millar spent two 
weeks the institutions, assisting 
organizing the teams instructing 
the clerks. 

Clinic: Aisei-en: leaders: Dr. Davison 
and Dr. Mitsuda (Alternate Dr. Saku- 
Dr. Hayashi and Dr. Binford 
ternate Dr. Gray, L.W.M. Epidemiolo- 
gist, Dr. Nojima and Dr. Tol- 
entino, Cebu, Philippines; Dr. Badger, 
Communicable Disease Center, Atlanta, 
Ga.; and Dr. Miyata; Clinic: Komyo-en: 
leaders: Dr. Shionuma and Dr. Wade 
(Alternates Dr. Itoh and Dr. Kluth, 
W.M. Epidemiologist, Dr. Jin- 
and Dr. Rodriguez; Dr. Namba and 
Dr. Wolcott, 

The Committee Terms and Deti- 
nitions held special clinic, 

About 200 patients were examined 
during the eight clinical sessions. The 
record forms and dermatologic and 
neurologic charts were 
each patient just during the prelimi- 
nary period and the end the 16th 
week. the examination each pa- 
tient was completed the results were 
compared with the 16-week 
there were major differences the patient 
was sent designated referral team 
were then submitted the Committee 
Clinical Examinations. about 
percent the agreement the Japanese 
16-week examinations was regarded 
very good; percent was fair, and 
percent there were major differ- 
ences. work this kind, disease, 
protean Hansen’s disease, these 
results were considered 
tory. 

The Committee Therapy suggested 
that, regardless the outcome the 
First Series, one the sulfones should 
used reference drug the Sec- 
ond Series. Consideration tibione and 
isonicotinic acid hydrazide (new anti- 
drugs) was also recommended for 
the Second Series. Several the workers 
have had good deal experience with 
tibione; all agreed that could 
used with safety. Experiences with INH 
has been shorter; clearly, however, 
does not have rapid effect the num- 
ber stainable acidfasts smears. 

The Conference committee 
the whole spent evening discussing 
the question toxicity drugs being 
used the First Series. One-half the 
patients (480) are dihydrostrepto- 
mycin singly combination with 
Sulfone PAS. 

the final general session Tokyo, 
was agreed that the 32-week exami- 
nations should completed 


uled but that all possible the ex- 
periment should continued for ad- 
ditional weeks. Otherwise was feared 
that conclusive results might not 
obtained. 
Conference this kind was never 
before held the history Hansen’s 
disease research. was 
cause the caliber the participants was 
the highest and because its objectives 
and methods were simple. 

Condensed from summary report 
Dr. James Doull. Medical 
Leonard Wood Memorial. 


SEVEN PAPERS READ 
LONDON CONFERENCE 


THE STAR (Oct. 1952) reported 
that eighteen papers Hansen’s disease 
were read the International Con- 
gress Dermatology when met 
London July and commented, 
“the awakened interest Hansen’s dis- 
ease dermatologists internation- 
basis extremly encouraging.” 

has been called our attention 
that only nine papers were sched- 
uled for the Congress but only seven 
were actually presented. 
seven, are still the opinion that 
such interest “extremely encourag- 
ing.” 

The seven papers read included four 
treatment Cochrane England, 
Chatterjee and Panja India and 
Gonzales Urulna Mexico; two 
epidemiology Nunez Andrade 
Mexico and Gyorko the Canary Is- 
lands and one investigative work 
Harry Arnold Jr. Hawaii. 
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VOTING CARVILLE 


since the residents this hos- 
pital regained their right vote 
1916 elections have found them pretty 
well divided the point being al- 
most the fence--almost, but not quite, 
and our slender majority for some rea- 
losing side. 1948, favored Sam 
Jones for governor Louisiana over 
Long. that time, were inter- 
ested having the gravel washboard 
which served road the hospital 
repaired Earl Long 
won the governor’s race and for time 
the rumor ran around our community 
that not only wouldn’t the re- 
surfaced but even the gravel was going 
removed. This turned out 
just rumor, because during Governor 
Long’s stay our road was fixed. 
Four years later, Carville patients, along 
with Governor Long, supported Carlos 
Spaht one-vote majority over Robert 
Kennon, but Kennon took the State and 
became Governor. also failed sup- 
port the winner the race for state 
representative and senator. 


Just keep the record clean, Car- 
ville’s ever-increasing number voters 
went the poll this November and 
clung with grim determination their 
habit picking the loser. The vote 
eighty-one, 
Eisenhower—Nixon, thirty-seven. 
election poll patients from Florida 
and Texas would have also resulted 
guarantee that those states would end 
the Democratic column. When 
they talk about straws the wind, 
which indicate which way the vote 
would go, the experts are overlooking 
good bet ignoring Carville. All they 
would have note the Carville 
vote, which usually first the State, 
and then predict just opposite the 
Carville choice. 


Business brought the sheriff, Mr. C.A. 
Griffon, Carville the evening 
Nov. 19. But didn’t come here 
exercise the duties his office but 
rather tell about them the large 
audience which greeted him the the- 
atre. 

Sheriff Griffon spoke interestingly 
the perplexing problems and cases that 
confront law enforcement officers and 
discussed various problems the Sher- 
office. 

This was the second series 
and winter programs, presenting speak- 
ers topics current interest, spon- 
sored the Point Clair Lions Club. 


The Patients’ Federation held 
“Budget Benefit Fair” Sunday, Nov. 
23, raise funds help finance sports 


and entertainment programs. 
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FOUR GUYS NAMED JOE 


Left right: Joe Darwin, Baton Rouge, 
Chairman, Carville Co-Ordination Com- 
mittee, Joe Dupont, Plaque- 
mine, Iberville Parish Service Officer, 
Louisiana Department Veterans’ Af- 
fairs; Joe Martinez, Commander, B.L. 
Spann Post 188, American Legion; and 
Joe Lino, Chef Gare, Voiture Locale 
202, and 


The four guys named Joe (above) 
but one time, just happened 
into the office THE STAR 
the morning Oct. 16. was, “Hi, 
—“Whatcha know, Joe?”; 
Joe,” and Joe and 
Joe on. self defense yelled across 
the hall “flash for cash” shoot 
the quartette, photographically, 
course. 

Joe Dupont comes here semi-monthly 
local veterans with their claims, 
and doing excellent job. 
had his training for this work under Joe 
when Mr. Darwin was director 
the Department Veterans’ Affairs. 
The two Joes had not seen one another 
long time and this by-chance meet- 
ing Carville was pleasant reunion. 


OLD GOLD FROM 


thousand Old Gold cigarettes, 
packages twenty, will added the 
Thanksgiving Day menu, through the 
generosity the Forty and Eight So- 
ciety, Voiture Locale No. New York, 
and its Chef Gare, Mr. Conrad Schus- 
ter. This welcome news came from Mr. 
G.E. Rodman, Export Government 
Sales Department, Lorillard Compa- 
ny, New York, and means that the 
capacity crowd which always flocks 
the dining room Thanksgiving Day 
can look forward “treat instead 
treatment.” 


The super-savory sandwiches 
which local vets supped the Novem- 
ber meeting B.L. Spann Post 188, 
American Legion, were sent Foss- 
Landry Auxiliary, Baton 
Rouge. 


SYMPHONY SUNDAY CARVILLE 


Sunday, October 19, was 
pleasurable the appearance the 
Baton Rouge Symphony Orchestra, play- 
ing its second year under the baton 
Emil Cooper. Their performance 
was the third renewal promise 
made Mrs. Cecil Lorio, founder and 
administrative director the organi- 
zation, bring the orchestra here each 
year. These concerts continue bring 
exceptional entertainment Carville’s 
residents and enjoyed them. 
The Sunday program 
theven’s Fifth Symphony, and the Pas- 
sacaglia and Fugue Minor Jo- 
hann Sebastian Bach, and several other 
works. the past the Baton Rouge 
Symphony appeared here through the 
co-operation Local No. 538 the 
American Federation Musicians, 
grant from the Music Performance 
Trust Fund the Recording Industry. 


DEATH MR. DANNER 


William Mason Danner, 89, known 
his many friends 
throughout the world “Uncle Will,” 
died his home Washington, D.C. 
Nov. 14. This sad news reached 
just were going press and THE 
STAR will pay “Uncle Will” 
tribute later issue. 

Mr. Danner was Secretary Emeritus 
the American Missions, organization 
served for more than quarter 
century, during which time pioneered 
the humanitarian approach Han- 
sen’s disease the world over, and gave 
leadership the movement establish 
national center for Hansen’s disease 
the United States. 
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Wherever They 


Mr. and Mrs. Creighton Whiting 


About eighteen months ago Mr. 
Mrs. Creighton Whiting drove 
the gate this community, which was 
one the first points 
booklet, “Five Days Baton Rouge.” 
There were lot other places the 
tour laid out the booklet, but 
doubt that the Whitings got around 
many them, because they found 
them deeply and kept them coming 
two three times week for more 
information. the Whitings, Hansen‘s 
disease changed from one which they 
had had mild curiosity and lot 
curious ideas into absorbing one 
which claimed much their free time 
and energy. 

After few their visits here and 
lot reading, the idle chatter which 
you usually have with cashier when 
you are paying your bill clerk when 
you are choosing dress turned into 
casual but pointed inquiries. those 
who knew little nothing about Car- 
ville, the Whitings were able give 
information; from those who were 
quent visitors our community, the 
Whitings were able learn that people 
who become interested our commun- 
ity become deeply interested. 

Before leaving Baton Rouge, Dorothy 
and Creighton Whiting, with others 
their organization, which was compiling 
new city directory for the area, con- 
ducted the inquiries for public opin- 
ion poll HD. After leaving Baton 
Rouge the others their crew who 
visited Carville have their new posts 
over the country continued their educa- 
tional activities and the Whitings have 
continued their own tactics asking 
questions and giving information wher- 
ever needed. 

Mr. and Mrs. Whiting are now living 
St. Louis and from time time 
receive letters from them, 
clude anecdotes their experiences 


education. From his letter March 
26, 1952, Creighton related this epi- 
sode: “The ladies Trinity Church 
seemed enjoy talk and may 
asked talk another church soon. 
talked for about hour, including 
questicn period, and I’m surprised how 
easy was. You get some pretty weird 
questions. One lady wanted know 
Jews could catch HD. Another 
found out that was billed ‘recent 
visitor the “bad word” colony.’ got 
them straight that.” another letter 
Creighton wrote: asked one the 
girls who works with she knew 
what was and she informed that 
was the next thing leprosy. She 
told her uncle had hog that got 
and they had shoot it.” 


later letter said, don’t remember 
whether not told you that 
taking course effective business 
speaking St. Louis University. Well, 
last night had make promotional 
talk and talked and THE 
STAR. There were seventeen others 
the class, including the prof, and sold 
them each subscription.” 

Creighton Whiting also instituted 
test run the possibilities securing 
new subscriptions direct-mail ap- 
peal and visited with over the 
weekend Nov. compare notes 
the results this effort and similar 
plans that might tried. were 
happy meet him again and feel very 
appreciative the friendship that 
has given and the time and money 
has expended toward achieving 
educated public opinion 


The Incredible Mr. 


experience caused Roland give 
medicine and turn electrical and 
mechanical engineering. Impossible you 
say, and agree, but seemed 
able fix almost anything electrical 
and certainly had some knowledge 
the theories this second profession. 
Roland was also draftsman 
tended school fine arts for three 
months, which provided him with 
hobby. The result was eight gold med- 
als, said. know, though, thai 
his drawings made Carville, which 
were exhibited the Americam Medi- 
helped win this hospital silver 
medal emblematic second place 
some 1,000 entries. 


Roland claimed have been ex- 
pert ballroom dancer, but explained 
his absence from local dances saying 
that had not danced since his wife 
died. (That was during his medical 
days.) Inasmuch had not given 


blondes, brunettes, and redheads 
her memory, many were inclined 
discount this explanation and credited 
his absence personality that made 
him abstain rather than 
than perfect anything. 
overbalanced with males anyway, and 
they gloated over this apparent imper- 
fection which might 
magnetism for the opposite sex. 
one night while the wine was flowing 
and brunette was being 
persuasive, Roland relaxed and tangoed 
and rhumbaed and his skeptics were 
foiled again. was this same evening 
that casually let known that 
had also been concert pianist. 
was during his student days the arts.) 
was impossible that anyone 
believe him, and one did. 
small bets were proposed which read- 
ily accepted. The following day with 
head bit clearer, Roland declined 
perform for such trivial sums 
posed bigger and better bets. one 
believed could play, but from all 
his past performances, one could 
afford place sizeable bet against 
him. 

Roland Roberts left Carville few 
months ago after twelve years casual- 
stepping into the breach each 
emergency meet the test the mo- 
ment from his seemingly endless store 
experiences engineer, doctor. 
chef, pursuer the arts, financier, ath- 
lete, Casanova, al. was now look- 
ing for job and did typical 
fashion, calmly selecting expensive 
suite one America’s leading hotels 
the workaday world. This couldn’t 
have happened anyone else with 
Carville savings account, but was con- 
firmed fact another Carville 
grad. Roland celebrated his departure 
had his arrival with 
holiday—but coming had been 
last fling, because thought Carville 
would the end. When left, was 
first fling adjust himself doing 
twelve years had hidden himself 
Carville, unwilling identified pub- 
licly with the illness, and there the 
only change him during all those 
years. Roland has completely reversed 
this position. Reports tell few im- 
promptu lectures given 
his first week the metropolis. Talks 
before Lions Clubs and radio and 
appearances have been scheduled. Aside 
from that, seems the same 
Roland, known his casual 
the moment Dr. Roberts from 
Argentina, and sometimes from Ven- 
owning stable two new 
cars—a red Buick and Cadillac. 
don’t believe it—not one does 
but wouldn’t surprized all 
his appearance sat down 
the piano and played. —T.H.R. 
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STAR BOOKSHELF 


Simeons, New York: Alfred Knopf, 
$3.50 

Dr. A.T.W. Simeons has written 
novel that’s hard read and hard 
put down. uses the most beautiful 
words tell, more than 300 pages, 
the terrors, trials and tribulations that 
yanked the rug security right out 
from under gentle, successful business- 
man, whose hard luck was develop 
illness for which been 
found. 

condition feared the superstitious, 
looked askance many because 
little was known its origin its 
care. This very new novel contradicts 
some the educational consistencies 
THE STAR has editorialized over 
period years that brought much ac- 
claim from medical and social workers 
all over the world. The average 
reader the U.S.A. cannot 
standard either expression appre- 
ciation one steeped the lore and 
ground. 

the reader knew nothing 
about Hansen’s disease before reading 
this book, the reader would remain un- 
enlightened its perusal, notwithstand- 
ing the marvelous flow words that 
depict human body’s plunge the 
depths degradation, where the soul 
finds stepping stones odd places and 
climbs steadily, dragging the body up- 
ward and onward, complete rehabili- 
tation. 

the reader who does know some- 


thing Hansen’s disease, and what has 
been accomplished treatment during 
the past ten years, since the sulfones be- 
came available, and particularly those 
who know, even ear, some the 
wonders worked Carville, there 
greatly increased desire get close-up 
the USPHS set-up that small 
siana town, the Big River. the 
theory “the more you know men the 
better you like your dog,” the more the 
average reader learns hospitals 
other countries, the more 
his own. 

Dr. Simeons’ word picture Shenda 
Park glorious. the mind this 
average reader the story should have 
begun where ended. Shocking insets 
taken small doses but could 
only become knockout drops large 
dosage. —Mom Miller 

Last May, Mr. Perry Burgess, 
dent the Leonard Wood Memorial 
suggested the publishers The 
Mask Lion that set galley 
proofs this book sent us. The 
publishers had accepted Mr. Burgess’ 
protest about the tentative title, “Holy 
Scum,” under which title the book 
said have created critical sensation 
England, 

Our own reactions this book were 
mixed. recognized its literary merit, 
its authentic color, and its sympathetic 
portrayal the beggar class pa- 
tients India. Although from 
pondence with workers that far- 
off country, felt that Dr. Simeons 
had over-emphasized even that situation 


which, understand, fast becoming 
thing the past. noted, too, that 
was not conversant with 
the Havana resolution aban- 
don the use the odious word des- 
ignate the patient, appeared 
constantly throughout the entire story. 

But what really concerned was the 
advertising campaign. Such book could 
lend itself exploitation the odious 
word, and undo much the work that 
Mr. Burgess, THE STAR 
have carried on. 


Also concern was the possibility 
the transference the mental 
picture this class sufferers 
conditions the U.S. was our 
resident chaplain Carl Elder, who 
suggested that ask the publishers 
include foreword appendix, setting 
forth the new and more enlightened 
social approach. 

This was not practical but the points 
raised were brought the attention 
Mr, Alfred Knopf William Ash- 
worth, one his associates with whom 
had corresponded. Mr. Knopf sug- 
gested that THE STAR prepare state- 
ment, addressed the reviewers, and 
the readers, which they could print for 
all copies The Mask Lion. The 
statement was prepared member 
THE STAR staff. For this splendid co- 
operation and for the dignified adver- 
campaign featuring this book 
are deeply grateful and are particu- 
larly appreciative Mr. 
sonal interest. —Ed. 
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MAIL BAG 


the report you print page 
your September issue, mention 
made the visit Dr. Eleanor Alex- 
ander Jackson Honolulu T.H., 
the talks she gave there detailing and 
illustrating her pioneer research work 
Hansen’s disease. Permit me, therefore. 
record briefly the following facts: 

Dr. Jackson and arrived Hono- 
lulu the evening July 27th, and 
seminar held the University 
Hawaii July 29th, she stained her 
methods, slides prepared 
cultures made the University labora- 
tory from the blood local patients 
with Hansen’s disease. Both the cultures 
and staining were done according the 
methods fully described her her 
paper Journal Lep- 
rosy, Vol. 19, No. (1951), pages 173- 
186. These slides the same acid- 
fast and non-acid-fast bacterial forms 
she had previously found numerous 
cultures blood from Hansen’s disease 
patients, prepared her 
tory. (The Laboratory for the Study 
Proliferative Disease the Presbyterian 
Hospital, Newark, New Jersey) 

Dr. Jackson also made four other talks 
Hawaii, the last being August 20th 
the Larsen Clinic. all these 
five talks she exhibited numerous strik- 
ing kodachrome lantern slides. Together 
visited the Hale Mohalu Hospital 
Pearl City. 

Jerome Alexander, M.Sc. 
New York, N.Y. 
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two previous issues THE STAR 
and comment Dr. Jackson’s re- 
ported cultivation the Hansen’s ba- 
cillus, revolutionary scientific achieve- 
ers. But far know other 
gators have not yet run tests parallel 
Dr.Jackson’s prove disprove her 
work and those with whom have 
talked and corresponded seem inclined 
view Dr. Jackson’s claim with skepti- 
cism, perhaps too much so, attitude 
born, doubt, from the fact that since 
Hansen identified the bacillus some 
years ago, thousands attempts cul- 
tivate have failed. 

the Leonard Wood Memorial re- 
search laboratory, Harvard, Dr. John 
Hanks has conducted many experiments 
the cultivation Hansen bacillus 
bacteriological methods, and has 
checked number other scientists’ 
claims. says, “Attempts were made 
cultivate from the bloods approxi- 
mately fifty patients. Although the 
bloods were known contain stainable 
bacilli, all results variety 
were negative.” 

Dr. Jackson’s claim has 


checked the Carville laboratory where 
there are adequate facilities but very 
limited staff and resident 
ogist. 

Dr. Jackson hopes that her studies 
will, “Open the door the problem 
readily cultivating the organism (HD) 
and recognizing the organism 
all its various guises. (Some scientists 
hold the view that the Hansen’s 
Dr. Jekyl and Mr. Hyde and that 
other than rods 
alone). Until Dr. Jackson’s 
checked and either proved disproved 
not fair simply dismiss it, nor 
the best interest scientific in- 
vestigation. 

The successful cultivation the Han- 
sen’s bacillus would more than likely 
furnish the key the, now unknown, 
mode transmission the germ and 
provide the laboratory with culture 
for study from the standpoint 
and immunity, and 
would great forward step diag- 
nosis and prognosis. —Ed. 


* * * 


The hospital informed this morn- 
ing (Nov. 1952) that Mrs. Olmstead 
had passed away during the night. The 
funeral will next Wednesday, the 
12th. She had been the hospital for 
over four months, gradually growing 
thinner and weaker. She has been 
bed constantly for over seven months, 
since her stroke last March 22, and com- 
pletely helpless for most that time. 
had really come the point where 
was relief for her have all ended. 
She was conscious the last almost, 
and knew when went see her 
every day right the last day. 

The story about bout with Han- 
sen’s disease was recorded Parade, 
Sunday supplement various daily 
newspapers, Sept. 28. 

From the reaction have received 
personally, feel that the authors have 
helped along our educational 
greatly. There are few small points 
error tried get corrected and failed. 
But they are immaterial. The general 
picture seems have gone over well. 

suppport that statement, went 
bank here and one the offi- 
cers said had seen his vacation. 
fellow Lion, and knew the situ- 
ation; but that story just seemed 
make him able appreciate the situ- 
ation never had before. 

Again, one the nurses the hos- 
pital serving Kathrine saw copy, passed 
around most the nurses the 
institution and many patients. They 
were all greatly interested and delighted, 
chiefly because there had already grown 
very fine friendliness among the 
nurses toward me, all which strength- 


ened that bond and made the story more 
appealing. even had letter from 
friend back East, who had seen it, and 
had become very much interested 
what can done for similar Hansen 
patients today. 

The American Leprosy Missions, Inc., 
referred Parade when they 
broached the matter writing one 
who had passed out Carville’s gates. 
The large picture Burmese dress 
helped. 

Clarence Olmstead 
Belmont 
Glendale California 


Shortly after Mr. Olmstead 
pitalized Carville July 1948, Mrs. 
Olmstead took residence the near- 
village Carville and visited her 
husband almost daily, until his discharge 
Aug. 1950 when they 
gether their home Glendale. The 
Olmsteads made many 
among patients, personnel and visitors, 
some whom still write and inquire 
about them, and they, like us, his form- 
co-workers THE STAR, will 
saddened hear Mrs. 
death and join sincere expressions 
condolence. 

man, and Mrs. Olmstead served mis- 
Burma for years. But the 
feature article Parade had get 
out Town,” its title indicates, 
concerned with his harrowing 
ence after diagnosis so-called lep- 
Kathrine and were fleeing 
California like felt like 
hunted animal.” Mr. Olmstead’s account 
his experiences appeared THE 
STAR (July the Parade article 
Mr. Olmstead also recounts something 
his life Carville, including his work 
THE STAR which was valu- 
able staff member, and although 
says, the article contains several minor 
inaccuracies, consider another con- 
tribution our educational program. 


have read THE STAR with deepest 
interest particularly the story Dr. 
Faget’s achievements (Twentieth Cen- 
tury Miracle, STAR, 10th anniversary 
edition Sept. 

most creditable publication, 
and congratulate you upon its work- 
manlike appearance and the high liter- 
ary quality its contents. 

John Smith Kendall 
New Orleans, La. 


* 


The compliment from such able 
journalist Kendall, whose 
story appears page this issue 
deeply appreciated, 
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Facts 


That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


order that (Hansen’s disease) may dealt with successfully compre- 
hensive scale and before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily 
for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the 
disease. Any scheme for the control (Hansen’s disease) will depend for its 


success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference (Hansen’s 
Cairo, Egypt, March 1938. 


The medical world classes disease com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. continental 
United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana Texas 
and Florida. Outside these states, disease 
rarely communicated contacts that from the public health 
standpoint might considered practically non-com- 
municable disease. The hospital Carville was founded fifty- 
eight years ago. date not single member the medical 
nursing staff has contracted the disease. 


Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors, with the exception children under 10, are 
admitted freely, nor are they required take any special 
precautions. 


Patients are visit their homes 
for periods month. 


FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof the the communicability Hansen’s 


Since isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


THE THE DISEASE THE 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
vear old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 
cidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt existed whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc., with but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 
ind one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 


cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
ers assert that. “The good father never took any precautions 
against infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 


conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years without 
contracting the disease. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ which causes the disease. 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 
impossible for the “Laboratory” distinguish between 
the two germs. 


not included the list reportable diseases 
New York and Vermont and patients are 
subject restrictions. Massachusetts and Michigan Han- 
sen’s reportable but the patient subject “NO RE- 
STRICTIONS.” 


man woman may remain perfect physical health for 
years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 
Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 
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Christmas 


HELP FIGHT TUBERCULOSIS 
BUY CHRISTMAS SEALS 
USE THEM LETTERS AND PACKAGES 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 
Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 


Encourage and finance social service for needy patients 

Carville. 

Published monthly patients the U.S. Public Health 
Service Hospital, Carville, Louisiana 
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